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M. DCC, LXXI. 


PRO VE RBS, Chap. xix, Ver. 2. 


That the Soul be without Know: 
ledge, is not good. 


RO M the Sacred Hiſtorian's 
| Account of the Original Crea- 
WY” tion of Man, we learn, that 


LF } 


it was preceded by a ſolemn 
e eee of the Bleſſed Trinity, in 
theſe Words: Let us make Man in our 
Image, after our Likeneſs. In what Par- 
ticulars this Likeneſs confiſted, hath been 
a Queſtion, rather equa agitated, 
4 2 than 


Lo 1 
than ſatisfactorily reſolved : But perhaps 
much Uncertainty on the Subje& might 
have been prevented, by a little Attention 
to that Paſſage in one of St. Paul's Epiſ- 
tles, which ſpeaks of our Renewal after 
the Image of Gor in Righteouſneſs and true 
Holineſs. This leaves us no Room to 
doubt, that our Similitude to Gop con- 
ſiſted in the Innocence and Purity of our 
Nature, ſupported by continual Supplies 
of Divine Illumination, and preſerved by 
a familiar Intercourſe with Heaven. 
Bor San, introduced by the Violation 
of a poſitive Command, brought with it not 
only a Depravation of the Will and Aﬀec- 
tions, but alſoWeakneſs and Diſorder in the 
Intellectual Faculties: And from that Hour, 
a Complaint hath prevailed, juſtly ground- 
ed on the Univerſal Experience of Man- 
kind, that the Corruptible Body preſſeth 
down the Soul, and the earthy Tabernacle 
wergheth down the Mind; which, mufing 
upon many Things, too often fails of Satiſ- 
faction on Topics of a Spiritual and Hea- 
venly Nature. For hardly do we gueſs 
aright at Things, which are upon Earth ; 
and with Labour do we find the Things 
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which are before us: Much leſs can we 
fearch out the Things of Heaven, or know 
the Counſel of Gop, except HE give us 
Wiſdom, and fend his Holy Spirit from above. 

Trvs degenerate is the Human Under- 
ſtanding in its preſent Condition ; thus 
fallen from that Beauty, Strength, and Per- 
fection in which it was originally created. 
The Mind, which, in our State of Inno- 
cence, was bleſt with a clear and unclouded 
Perception of Heavenly Things, hath now 
the ſame Need, which the Affections 
have, of a Renewal, by the Divine Grace, 
which our Redeemer hath obtained for 
fallen Man; and it is become our indiſ- 
penſable Duty to put on the New Man, 
which 1s renewed in Knowledge, after the 
Tmage of Him that created us. 

Bur as the Gracious Aſſiſtance, vouch- 
ſafed to us from Above for this Great and 
Excellent Purpoſe, is ſo far from preclud- 
ing, that it certainly ſuppoſes and implies 
the Exertion of our own active Endea- 
vors to improve and adorn our Nature to 
the Utmoſt Extent of its Capacity, it may 
not be unworthy of our preſent Attention, 
A 3 to 


1 
to point out the moſt effectual Human 
Means, whereby our Intellectual Faculties, 
through the co-operative Aid of Divine 
Grace, may be ſtrengthened and enlarged, 
and the Evils, to which Sin hath expoſed 
them, may be, in ſome Degree, repaired. 

IN diſcourſing on which Subject, we 
are led to include within the following 
Particulars, whatſoever Species of Litera- 
ture is moſt materially MON or uſe- 
ful to Mankind. 
_ Firſt. A competent Knowledge of Lan- 
guages. 

Secondly. An accurate reer 
with the Records of Hiſtory. 

Thirdly. A wiſe Improvement of our ra- 
tional Powers. 

Fourthly. An Ability to ſolve and explain 
the Phenomena of Nature; and, 

Fifthly. An Attainment of the Graces of 


Elocution. 
E Ac of theſe hath a Claim to our par- 


ticular Conſideration; whilſt we con- 
ſtantly keep in our View the Subſerviency 
of them all to the Purpoſes and Intereſts 
of true Religion. For this it is, which 


ſtamps a real Value on all our Attain- 
ments; 


1 


ments; and gives Solidity and Subſtance 


to thoſe Accompliſhments, which other- 


y 


wiſe are lighter than Vanity, and too 


often, alas! have proved extremely in- 


Jurious to Society. 

AND 1ſt, as to the Study of Languages. 

Wx dare not adventure into the Ocean 
of Science, without that Sort of Critical 
Knowledge, which may ſecure us from 
Error, while the Mind is in Queſt of Sa- 
tisfaction on Points of the utmoſt Im- 
portance and Concern. The Study of 
Languages therefore juſtly claims our 
earlieſt Attention, when the Mind is moſt 
free from Prejudice and Embaraſſment, 
and its Faculties are peculiarly ſuſceptible 
of Elementary Inſtitution. The Neceſ- 
fity and Uſefulneſs of this Knowledge 
will evidently appear, when we conſider 
that it opens to us the genuine Significa- 
tion of Authors of the moſt venerable An- 


tiquity, and introduces us to a familiar 


Intercourſe with the Learned of the moſt 


diſtant Countries: That it enables us 


thoroughly to enter into the Deſign of the 
Hiſtorian, the Elocution of the Orator, 


the Fancy of the Poet, and the Reſearches 
of 


3 
of the Philoſopher: That it facilitates 
and enlarges our Enquiries, which would 
be carried on, under great Diſadvantages, 
and in a very imperfect Manner, within 
the Limits of our own Language: That 
it renders us competent Judges of the real 
Merit of ſuch as aſſume the Character 
of Literati amongſt us: That it enables 
us to detect the Fallacy of ſpurious Pre- 
tences to Critical Learning, and to give 
the Honor, which is juſtly due to honeſt 
and judicious Induſtry. In a Word, that 
it guards us againſt every Species of Im- 
poſition, of a literary Kind, on our Under- 
ſtanding, and eſpecially on Religious Sub- 
jets. We are not ignorant, that where 
an open Aſſault would have been defeated, 
the moſt dangerous Attempts have been 
obliquely made, to wreſt, by Miſinterpre- 
tation, thoſe Scriptures, whoſe Divine Au- 
thority the Adverſary hath not preſumed 
ayowedly to diſclaim and deny. This 
Species of malevolent Impiety is then moſt 
ſucceſsfully oppoſed, when our Zeal for 
the Honor of Divine Truth is ſupported 
by an accurate Acquaintance with the 


Languages in which the Scriptures were 
origi- 


ru 

originally delivered to Mankind ; which 
Conſideration, I muſt acknowledge, 
ſtrongly recommends to us, and to thoſe 
eſpecially, who are intended for the Mi- 
niſtry of the Goſpel, a ſerious Application 
to the Hebrew Language; of whoſe com- 
prehenſive Preciſion and unparalleled 
Sublimity the moſt excellent Things have 
been ſpoken by thoſe, who have made the 
happieſt and moſt beneficial Advancement 
in that Sacred Study. Yet after all, is it to 
be remembered, that to be well ſkilled in 
Languages is only to be in Poſſeſſion of an 
excellent Mean, but not to have arrived at 
the End, of Knowledge: And that a meer 
Philologiſt is only another Name for a 
learned Trifler. So far as this Knowledge 
is conſidered to be the Ground-work of a 
liberal Education, and an Introduction to 
other Learning, it is highly worthy of our 
Attention and Eſteem ; but being unduly 
_ eſtimated, it degenerates at once into Pe- 
dantry and Folly. 

Tun ſecond neceflary Ingredient in a 
learned Education, I obſerved, is an ac- 
curate Acquaintance with the Records of 
Hijtory : Within which I include, as ne- 

B ceſſary 


. 
ceſſary Parts of it, a Chronological Know- 
ledge of the ſeveral Epocſia s, as well as a 
Geographical Knowledge of the ſeveral 
Countries, in which the fignal Diſpenſa- 
tions of Providence have been diſplayed to 
the World. 

Tris Study, however worthy of our 
Purſuit, needs fewer Arguments in its 
Favor, as it brings with itſelf the ſtrongeſt 
Recommendation to a Preference in our 
Eſteem. The Eſtabliſhment and Revo- 
lutions, the Progreſs and Decay of Em- 
pires, the Religion and Laws, the Man- 
ners and Cuſtoms, of the different Na- 


tions of the World, the Devaſtations of 


War, and the Re-eſtabliſhment of Peace, are 
all of them ſo intereſting, as not only to 


invite, but to command our Attention: We 


feel ourſelves almoſt irreſiſtibly become a 
Party in the Occurrences related. 
NE1THER doth this Engagement of the 
Mind Zhen ceaſe to delight, when it is 
moſt pregnant with uſeful Inſtruction. 
On the contrary, how do our Hearts burn 
within us, when we review the wonder- 
ful Accompliſhment of the Divine Predic- 


tions; and ſo many important Events 
con- 


E 
conſpiring to vindicate the Honor and Truth 
of Gop ? How are we filled at once with 
Admiration and Delight ? What Strength 
and Confidence doth our Faith receive 
from ſuch undeniable Evidence of the 
Providence of Gop ? Yea rather, what 
Conviction doth it afford to our Minds, 
that the LoRD /Jooketh down from Heaven 
upon the Children of Men ; that from His 
Throne. He regardeth, and with Infinite 
Wiſdom and Goodneſs ordereth, the Af- 
fairs of every Nation, and of every Indi- 
vidual upon Earth? This then is the 
Clew, by which our Hiſtorical Reſearches 

may be moſt profitably purſued; andis tuch 
therefore, as no one ought ever to loſe hold 
of, in his Application to this Branch of 
Uſeful Knowledge. 
Tur Method and Order in which our 
Study of Hiſtory is to be conducted, is a 
Topic, which I ſhall for the preſent de- 
cline, as exceeding the Limits of Diſ- 
\ courſes of this Kind: I ſhall only beg 
Leave to obſerve (in Concurrence with 
Writers of the beſt Authority) that we 
certainly ought rather to begin with what 
is contained in the Sacred Writings, than 


B 2 with 


His Anger. 


12 J 
with the Traditions of falſe Gods, and 
the Atchievements of feigned Heroes. 
For if we ſearch for the Origin of Things, 
where ſhall we begin, if not at the Crea- 
tion of the Univerſe, and the Formation 
of Man? If Truth be the Object of our 
Enquiry, where is it to be found, if not 
in thoſe Writings, in which it is pro- 
claimed by the Mouth of the Living Gop? 
If we look for Subjects really great and 
important, what can be more magnificent 
or intereſting, than thoſe illuſtrious Mo- 
numents, in which the Holy Command- 
ments of Gop, the ſaving Promiſes, the 
certain Oracles, and other Helps to our 


Salvation are comprehended ? Whence 


can we derive more eminent Examples of 
Virtue, or more powerful Diſſuaſives from 
Vice? Where ſhall we find Actions more 
worthy of Memory, than in thoſe Sacred 
Records ? In which alone it is apparently 
diſcovered, how much Mankind hath been 
relieved by the powerful and preſent 
Aſſiſtance of Gor, in the Exerciſe of 
true Religion; or in the Neglect of it, 
hath been trodden down and ruined by 


zdly. 


E 

z2dly. Tur Faculties of the Mind having 
now attained to a Degree of Maturity, are 
ſuppoſed capable of an higher and more 
noble Exertion of their Power; and we 
are in the next Place required to take 
more than a ſuperficial View of Subjects; 
to judge with Preciſion, to define with 
Perſpicuity, and to diſcourſe with Pro- 
priety, in a well digeſted Method on any 
Argument propoſed. In our Way towards 
this Species of Improvement, we enjoy 
every poſhble Aſſiſtance in the Courſe of 
our Academical Education : The firſt In- 
tention of which is to inculcate the Ru- 
diments of this uſeful Science; whoſe 
Province it 1s, to introduce us to the 
Knowledge of ourſelves; to demonſtrate 
the Extent of our Intellectual Powers; 
and enable us to diſcern, what are the Sub- 
jects to which they are beſt adapted. To 
limit our Enquiries, and reſtrain our 
Thoughts from wandering into thoſe 
Depths, wherein no Footing can be found; 
but within which, we ſhould certainly be 
loſt in Doubt and Scepticiſm: Or, as a 
great Maſter of the Subject hath expreſſed 
himſelf, To determine the Horizon, 
which 


En ] 


which ſets Bounds between the enligh- 


tened and dark Parts of Things, between 


what is, and what is not comprehenſible 
by us: That we may with leſs Scruple 
acquieſce in the avowed Ignorance of the 
One, and employ our Thoughts and Diſ- 
courſe with more Advantage on the other.” 

IT is true indeed, that the Forms of 
Logic are not always neceſſary; but the 
Power and Effect of it never ceaſe to be ſo. 
A Man may defend himſelf againſt an 
Aſſaſſin, not rigidly in the Forms of De- 
fence, tho' he may, and certainly 02, 
find his Security in that Skill, to which, 
without thoſe Forms, he never would 
have attained : The Caſe is the ſame with 
reſpect to thoſe Literary Aſſaſſins, who 
think it their Intereſt to extinguiſh the 
Light of Reaſon and Religion in the 
Minds of Men; whoſe Attempts to under- 
mine our Faith, and to deprive us of our 
beſt Ground of Comfort in the Day of 


Neceſſity, it is our Duty to oppoſe with 


every poſſible Preparation of Mind for the 
Attack. The Argument is exceedingly 
intereſting and important: The Adverſary 


is generally wary, and always indefatiga- 
ble ; 


F 
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ble ; and a Defeat would be highly inju- 
rious to the Cauſe, which every Chriſtian 
moſt earneſtly wiſhes to defend. From 
this Science therefore we are to learn, to 
make a judicious Application of the Means 
of Defence, which the Scriptures afford 
us; and which, in the Hands of a Man 
of Knowledge and Diſcretion, will prove 
ſharper than any two-edged Sword, and de- 
monſtrate the Impotency of all Oppoſi- 
tion, which is levelled againſt the Majeſty 
and Truth of Gop. ; 

To an Ignorance of thoſe Documents, 
and to the Want of that Preciſion, with 
which the Art of Reaſoning ſupplies us, 
the moſt unreaſonable Errors in Religion 
may be principally imputed, as well as the 
moſt irrational Defence of thoſe Errors. 
Our Conception of Subjects, without this 
Knowledge, is generally imperfect and 
confuſed ; and our Diſcourſe is irregular 
and vague : A warm Imagination, undiſ- 
ciplined by this Science, precipitates 
weak Minds into Enthuſiaſm; and renders 
Men violent Abettors of thoſe Doctrines, 
which they have not thoroughly digeſted, 
and zealous Advocates for thoſe Opinions, 

which 


— 


n 2 5 * N © I : 

mY a 7 f — * * by 4 7 iT 
— > Gt 2 2 wor ka — — * 5g -4 r 
* rr ATC ras et op . r 2 n 
£ N 3 


I 


deer 


i 
"i 
1 
« 
0 
l 
[ 


2 Dany” 2 2 0 — 


1. 
A 
7 
p 
1 
[AN 
{, 
3 


f 
Wa 
li 
[1 + 
"#34 
| 18 70 
1 


. ou. MB Ot PE BG 2 Bd UE 


. 
which they are altogether unable to ſup- 
port. Of this every Day's Experience too 
ſadly convinces us; there being no Tenet 
ſo antiſcriptural or abſurd, as not to have 
met with a favourable Reception among 
thoſe, who are under the Influence of an 
ignorantly zealous Mind. 

To be able, then, to give, on every 
proper Occaſion, a Reaſon of the Hope that 
zs in us, by a thorough Acquaintance with 
the Proofs of the Goſpel-Revelation, ar- 
gues a very commendable Progreſs in that 
Knowledge, whereby the Glory of Gop, 
the Welfare of Men's Souls, and the Ho- 
nour of Religion, are moſt effectually pro- 
moted. 5 

Bor it may be proper to obſerve, that 
this, as well as other Kinds of Knowledge, 
is unhappily liable to great Abuſe; which 
I by no Means mention, as an Argument 
againſt the Purſuit itſelf, but as a Caution 
to ſuch, as may be tempted to a Perver- 
ſion of that Science, which, under a pro- 
per Application of it, is of eſſential Uſe: 
If a clear Perception, aſſiſted by Precepts, 
and improved by Experience, hath at- 
tained to a Degree of Skill in Argumen- 
| | tation, 


5 

tation, the Effect may poſſibly be a diſ- 
putatious Turn of Converſation, and an 
ambitious Affectation of Novelty or Vic- 
tory, rather than a laudable Deſire of in- 
veſtigating Truth. This ſhould be par- 
ticularly guarded againſt, as it tends to 
bring the moſt valuable Gift of Gop, and 
Man's moſt excellent Endowment, into 
Contempt. 

To ſtand forth in the Cauſe of Divine 
Truth, and to ſupport the Defence of it 
by Arguments well choſen, thoroughly 
digeſted, and happily applied---I do not 
ſcruple to affirm to be the moſt honoura- 
ble and worthy Employment of a rational 
and devout Mind. 

4thly. FRom the Exerciſe of our Fa- 
culties in the Way of Argumentation, we 
are led one Step farther, to trace out the 
Omnipotent Wiſdom of Gop in the in- 
ſtructive Volume of created Nature: By 
the Scale of which, the Mind moſt rea- 
dily aſcends to its Great Author. Igno- 
rance of Nature will produce Ignorance 
of Religion, and readily lead Men to Su- 
perſtition: Of this we have the fulleſt 
Evidence, when we conſider, that the moſt 
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ſuperſtitious Ages were thoſe, in which 


Men were deplorably ignorant of the 


Powers and Operations of Nature. 

THe Scripture continually refers us to 
Viſible Objects for the Explanation and 
Proof of Things Inviſible : And our Sa- 
viour reproves the Unbelieving Sadducees 
for underſtanding neither the Scriptures 
nor the Power of. Gop : To the latter of 
which had they attended in the Natural 
Creation, as it is pointed out and com- 
mented on by St. Paul, it had ſcarcely 
been poſſible for them to have doubted of 
the Reſurrection of the Body. 

To this Study of the Wonders of Na- 
ture, many other Branches of Learning 
come in as Auxiliaries, and are indeed ne- 
ceſſarily connected with it; all of them 
together giving Occaſion to the nobleſt 
Exertion of the Intellectual Faculties. 
For Cauſes and Effects, ſo far as they are 
Quantities, are properly the Subjects of 
Mathematical Enquiry, and can only be 
eſtimated by Mathematical Rules. But 
amidit all our Reſearches, we are ever to 
remember, that while the Eyes of the 
Body are intent upon Nature, the Atten- 

tion 


E 
tion of the Mind muſt be fixed upon 
Gop ; and that an irreligious Philoſopher 
is ſuch a Monſter in the Intellectual World, 
that his Talents, however admired and 
exalted, muſt needs be regarded with Ab- 
horrence by ſuperior Beings. 

Tur Miſapplication of 7/is Science con- 
fiſts in ſuffering our Enquiries to fall ſhort 
of God ; in forgetting the Supreme Effi- 
cient Cauſe, whilſt we are engaged in 
the Conſideration of the Nature and Qua- 
lities of thoſe intermediate Agents, by 
which, at the Commandment of the Moſt 
High, the World is governed and pre- 
ſerved : In giving a Looſe to the Reins of 
Fancy; and indulging Speculations not 
grounded on Facts well aſcertained or pro- 
perly underſtood. This is ſo far from 
anſwering the End of true Philoſophy, 
the Increaſe of our Veneration of the 
Attributes of Gop, that it generally ter- 

minates in downright Atheiſm. 
Tux Chriſtian Philoſopher purſues „is 
Enquiries on a very different Plan; mak- 
ing them all, in ſome Degree or other, 
ſubſervient to his on ſpiritual Benefit, and 
to the Intereſts of true Religion. He may 
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not perhaps have attained to that very 
eminent Degree of Spirituality, which 
ſome Men affecting, have treated every 
Species of Human Learning with a ſove- 


| reign Contempt; but being perſuaded, 


that all Knowledge is only ſo far really 
valuable, as it makes Men more pious to- 
wards Gop, and more ſerviceable to 
Mankind, his Application is always direct- 
ed to this Point; and all his Contempla- 
tions lead him to adore the Wiſdom, 
Power, and Mercy of His Great Creator. 
5:hly. Ax honeſt Enquiry after Truth 
having hitherto engaged the Atten- 
tion of One, whom we ſuppoſe to have 
been trained up in the Principles of uſe- 
ful Knowledge, what remains, but that he 
be ſtudious to adorn and embelliſh all his 
other Attainments with the Graces and 
Beauties of Elocution ? That, whenever 
he ſhall be called upon to deliver his Sen- 
timents, a good Subject may have every 
Advantage, which it is capable of receiv- 


ing, from an eloquent Tongue, expreſſing 


the Dictates of a well - inſtructed Mind. 

This we have the beſt Authority for call- 

ing the Glory of Man; and the moſt pre- 
cious 


2 1 
cious Gift of Gop, next to the Endow- 
ment of a rational Soul. Awake up, my 
Glory, faith the Pſalmiſt; I will praiſe my 
Gop with the beſt Member that I have. 

Wren I ſpeak of Elocution, I mean 
by it the Art of communicating Know- 
ledge or Conviction in the moſt perſuaſive 
and agreeable Manner; or, ſuch an Addreſs 
to the Underſtanding and to the Paſſions 
of Men, as is neither ſubverſive of Truth, 
nor calculated to involve it in Obſcurity ; 
its principal Intention being rather to e- 
lucidate and adorn it. 

For a competent Skill in this Art, our 
Application muſt be made to thoſe, who 
are acknowledged to have excelled in it 
. themſelves ; and whoſe Manner and Me- 
thod may be of eminent Uſe, tho' it may 
not be prudent always to adopt their 
Principles. 

W1THOUT entering on the ſeveral Di- 
viſions made by Rhetoricians on this Sub- 
ject, I ſhall only obſerve, that different 
Properties and Effects are aſſigned to the 
ſeveral Kinds of Eloquence. The argu- 
mentative Parts of it enlighten and con- 
vince our Judgement: Its great and 

lively 
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lively Images excite our Attention ; its 


ſtrong and vehement Expreſſions command 
our Aſſent; while its pathetic Tenderneſs 
ſecures our Affections and captivates the 


Heart. 9 
To deſpiſe this Part of Education, which 


to ſome may perhaps appear to have more 
of Ornament than Uſe in it, is to en- 
courage very unworthy Sentiments of 


Gobp and of ourſelves. It ſavours more 


of Ignorance and Indolence than of true 
Humility, voluntarily to ſuppreſs thoſe 
Talents, which are only given to enable 
us more eſſentially to promote the Glory 
of Gop, and the Good of Mankind. 


And it is the Height of Preſumption, to 


think ourſelves a Match for the Cor- 
ruption of the World, and the Sophiſtry 
of the Devil, without the Aid of thoſe 
Advantages, which are abſolutely neceſ- 
fary in other Profeſſions It is no Excuſe 
for our Indifference, that the Goſpel, at 
its firſt Promulgation, flouriſhed in De- 
ſpight of all Oppoſition, under the Mini- 
ſtration of Perſons diveſted of external 
Advantages. Their natural Defects, or 
the Diſadvantages of their Education were 


I 

all ſupplied and remedied by the extraor- 
dinary Effuſion of that Spirit, which was 
able to guide them into all Truth; but 
which we, fince the Eſtabliſhment of 
Chriſtianity, have no Reaſon to expect. 
Divine Truth, like all other ſound and 
uſeful Knowledge, is now attainable only 
by a regular Diſcipline, and a cloſe At- 
tention to thoſe Writings, in which it is 
contained; and it is to be communicated 
with Advantage to others, only by the 
Perſuaſive Influence of Graceful Elo- 
cution. 7 : 

Axp if by one animated Philippic 
a whole Nation could be rouſed from 
a State of timorous Inactivity; and a 
Thirſt of Glory univerſally excited; what 
Encouragement may not the Chri/tian 
Orator hence receive, to addreſs himſelf 
in good Earneſt to this captivating Art ? 
who, in the Courſe of his Miniſtration, 
will often have Occaſion, and ought there- 
fore never to want Ability, to convince 
the Erroneous, to reclaim the Vicious, 
to quicken the Careleſs, to inform the 
Ignorant, and to comfort the Dejected; 
and, in a Word, to bring all, over whom 
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the Providence of God hath placed Him, 


to a timely Regard of the T, hings which 
belong to their Peace. 

THEesE I conceive to be the Out-lines 
of that Great and Extenſive Plan, the Ex- 
cution of which is committed to the 
Charge of ſuch Seminaries as ours : And 
to which a more preſſing Conſideration 
cannot be offered than this ; viz. That the 
Glory of Gop, the Benefit of Mankind, 
and the Continuance of true Religion 
amongſt us, have an immediate Depen- 
dence on the Principles, which are here 
inculcated and imbibed. 

Trex Human Mind, however degene- 
rate thro' the Fall of Man, is poſſeſſed of 
Powers, which will not ſuffer it to be in- 
ſenſible of its Importance in the Scale of 
created Beings, It will ever be exerting 
itſelf in one Way or other, and will not 


lie down in a State of torpid Negligence, 


or uſeleſs Deſpondency. Its Deſigns are 
often very great and extenſive; and it is 
reſtleſs and full of Sollicitude, 'till thoſe 
Defigns are accompliſhed. There are 
very few Minds ſo abject as never to reflect, 


that they are more than Cyphers in the 
World; 


25 J 
World; that they have a Character to 
ſupport, Advantages to improve, Graces 
to cultivate, and Abilities to employ. Of 
what infinite Conſequence is it then, that 
theſe buſy Faculties ſhould be properly 
controuled ? That their Views ſhould be 
wiſely and carefully directed to ſuch Ends, 
as are worthy of the Regard of a rational 
and accountable: Creature? And in what 
Part of our Life is this to be done, I ſay 
not, to Advantage, but at all, if it be 
neglected, while the Mind is open to 
Conviction, and no Party is yet formed by 
the Affections, to oppoſe the Dictates of 
Religious Wiſdom ? Yet is the Outcry 
become unhappily too prevalent againſt 
the Prejudices -of Education : and Men 
who call themſelves Chriſtians, and 
Friends to the Happineſs and Freedom of 
Mankind, are neither afraid nor aſhamed 
to aſſert, that the Minds of young Perſons 
ought not to be ſubject to any Diſcipline 
whatſoever in Religious Matters; that, 
when the Faculties are ſtrengthened, their 
Enquiries may be free, their Judgment 
unbiaſſed, and their Determinations alto- 
gether liberal, ingenuous and impartial. 


D „„ 
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To ſuch Aſſertions as theſe, which 
may be conſidered as having the moſt 
dangerous Tendency, it may be ſufficient 
briefly to reply, That they are grounded 
on a Suppoſition, which is contradicted 
both by Reaſon and daily Experience; 
viz. that it is poſſible to preſerve the Mind 
in a State of abſolute Freedom from Pre- 

| Judices of every Kind; and that our ſinful 
Paſſions can with a cold Neutrality receive 
and obey ſuch Injunctions, as ſtrike at the 
Root of every forbidden Gratification ; 
and that, at a Time when our head-ſtrong 
Appetites are moſt impatient of Controul. 
Tux contrary to all this is true, viz. 3 
that if we are not early prepoſſeſſed in 
Favor of Religion, which inculcates the 
Neceſſity of Holineſs, as the only ſure 
Ground, thro' Faith in Chriſt, of our 
preſent and future Hopes ; other Preju- 
dices will undoubtedly take Place, in 
Favor of vicious Indulgence, which will 
render us deaf to the Voice of the Charmer, 
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77 charm he never ſo wiſely. 
44 Sven Principles as theſe, therefore, it 


is eaſy to perceive have an immediate Ten- 
dency to extirpate the Knowledge and 
Practice 
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Practice of true Religion. Not only a 


wretched Ignorance of the fundamental 
Doctrines of the Goſpel muſt enſue, but 
alſo a deplorable Indiſpoſition to religious 
Inſtruction : And the miſerable Effects of 
either would be very ſenſibly felt in this 
Place, if the Great Work, which theſe 
venerable Societies are intended to accom- 
pliſh, were now to be begun; or if the 
Minds of the Vouth committed to your 
Charge were ſo many, raſæ tabulæ, to 
ſpeak moſt favourably of them; much 
more, if they came hither, prepoſſeſſed by 
certain Principles, unfavorable to true 
Religion, and ſubverſive of all A: 
and Order. 
IxsT RAD therefore of looking upon 
the Abettors of ſuch Opinions, as Friends 
to the Liberty, or to the Happineſs of 
Mankind, let them ever be conſidered as 
the avowed Enemies of both: — Of their 
Liberty, as tending to withdraw Men from 
the Service of Gop, into a vile Subjection 
to their ſinful Luſts; and of their Happi- 
neſs, as wiſhing to expole them helpleſs 
and unarmed, to the Aſſaults of the 
World, the Fleſh, and the Devil. Let 
| D 2 them 
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them be conſidered as the Patrons of 
Infidelity on the one Hand, and of En- 
thufiaſm on the other; each, the genuine 
Offspring of that Ignorance, which is 
conſequent on a neglected or ill- onducted 
Education. The former of theſe finds a 
ready Acceſs to the Minds of Perſons, 
whoſe natural Diſpoſition inclines them to 


Senſuality ; whilſt others, leſs prone to 
' carnal Exceſſes, become an eaſy Prey to 


Intemperance of à different Nature. For 
theſe, not having been gradually trained 
up in the Principles of the Chriſtian Faith, 
and being, on a ſudden, admitted to the 
View of thoſe ſublime and affecting Doc- 
trines, which the Goſpel preſents to 
them, are dazzled with Truths, which 
they have not had Opportunity to explore; 
and zealouſly avow thoſe Opinions, which 
they have not coolly and.deliberately exa- 
mined. Hence it is, that they go forth 
into the World, poſſeſſed of more Heat 
than Light, unlearned and unſtable; la- 
boring with a Zeal becoming a better 


Cauſe, to ſeduce their Hearers from the 


Ways of Truth. 


Tris 


[ 29 ] 
Tris Evil, which we have ſo great 

Reaſon to lament in our Days was re- 
markably prevalent in the Infancy of the 
Reformation; at which Time, if illiterate 
Men recovered any ancient Doctrine, they 
were generally ſo unhappy, as to blend it 
with ſome capital Errors. Their Writ- 
ings and Diſcourſes were the Productions 
of Zeal, untempered with the Sobriety 
of Education. They had Flouriſhing 
without Fruit,” ſays the Hiſtorian, © Sub- 
tlety without Subſtance, Rhetoric with- 
out Reaſon, Babbling without Learning, 
and Wilineſs without Wit.“ How much 
the Truth hath, in all Ages, ſuffered, 
from the Incompetency of thoſe, who 
haveraſhly undertaken to become Teachers 
of it, is a Subject of deep Concern to every 
one, that wiſhes Proſperity to Religion. 
And with what Caution it behoves the 
Guardians of ſuch Seminaries as theſe to 
act, leſt the Purity of Divine Truth be 
_ corrupted by incompetent Miniſters, their 
late Conduct on a very memorable * Oc- 
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* The Expulſion of illiterate Enthuſiaſts from St. Fd. Hall. 
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caſion precludes the Neceſſity of my ob- 
ſerving in this Place. Vet doth Juſtice 
demand of me this public Declaration, 
that their Reſolution to preſerve this 
Fountain pure, whoſe Streams are diffuſed 
thro' every Quarter of the World, will 
be a laſting Monument of their genuine 
Piety, and of their prudent Concern for 
the Intereſts of true Religion, even to our 
lateſt Poſterity. . 5 
To conclude: As the Whole of Reli- 
gion is declared to be a reaſonable Service, 
all the Principles of it mult be eſtabliſhed | 
on rational Grounds : Whatever Syſtem of 
Faith is built on the Credit of any Reve- 
lation, ought to be ultimately reſolved into 
a rational Proof of the Truth of that Re- 
velation, which is adduced to ſupport it. 
And it is in , Reſpect that Human 
Learning hath been of ſuch eminent Ser- 
vice to the Cauſe of Truth. Superſtition 
and Idolatry may fairly be dated from that 
Time, in which Menggeclined all rational 
Proof of their Religion, and funk into 
_ implicit Belief, and ignorant Devotion. 
Butſurely, even the deepeſt Myſteries have 
a reaſonable Claim to our Aſſent, when 
they 


of — 
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they are offered to us under the Sanction 
of that Revelation, of the Divinity; where- 
of our Judgment is convinced on the 
moſt ſerious and diſpaſſionate Enquiry, 
Since therefore the very Exiſtence of Chriſ- 
tianity depends on the Credit and Autho- 
rity of the Holy Scriptures, it is the great 
Concern of the Chriſtian Church to vin- 
dicate their Infallible Authenticity : And 
to theſe Seats of Learning doth ſhe look 
(and Bleſſed be Gop, ſhe hath never yet 
looked in vain) for Advocates both able 
and willing to juſtify their Veneration for 
that Book, as written by Perſons divinely 
inſpired, and delivered to us by Gop, as 
that Supreme Law, by which He would 
inform, and rule, and judge the World. 
Nor will the ever want Advocates of this 
Sort, ſo long as the wholeſome Diſcipline 
here eſtabliſhed ſhall be preſerved; and 
ſo long as the moſt important Doctrines of 
our Religion ſhall continue to be carefully 
inculcated, as indiſpenſably neceſſary in 
the Education of a Miniſter of the Goſpel. 

THz moſt malevolent Attacks upon the 
Chriſtian Faith, the moſt virulent Invec- 
tives 1 the Eſtabliſhment and Diſci- 


pline 


pline of the Church, the moſt ſpecious 
Arguments in Defence of unreaſonable 
and abſurd Opinions, highly prejudicial 
to the Truth, have been put to Silence by 
a Full Anſwer from Perſons, whoſe La- 
bors do equal Honor to this Seminary and 
to themſelves; and entitle them to every 
Acknowledgement that the moſt impor- 
tant Services, in Behalf of Chriſtianity, 
can demand. Let ſuch then be ever held 
by us in particular Eſteem : Let us highly 
honour thoſe for their Works' Sake, who 
have not ſuffered Hereſy and Schiſm to 
triumph with an Air of inſolent Superi- 
ority, in a confident Defiance of all Op- 
poſition ; but by unanſwerable Arguments 


have vindicated the Reaſonableneſs, the 


Truth and the Excellence of the Chriſtian 
Religion. Let us, as far as we are con- 
cerned, be careful, that.none of thoſe com- 
mitted to our Charge may hereafter either 
diſhonour their Profeſſion by a finful 
Compliance with the Evil Practices of the 
World, or prejudice Men againſt the Goſ- 
pel, by mixing pernicious Errors with 


the fundamental Truths of Chriſtianity. 


If any, thro' a licentious Turn of Mind, 
| ſhould 


ſhould be led aſide into the former, or 
thro' Ignorance corrupting the Purity of 
the Goſpel-Faith ſhould run into the 
latter, however we may lament their 
Miſconduct, let us take Heed, that 
nothing be chargeable upon ourſelves. 
Let it not be our Fault (let it ſuffice to 
be our Great Misfortune} that in this 
 Unadulterated Soil, any noxious Weeds 
ſhould ſpring up, whoſe baneful Influence 
may overſpread the beauteous Garden of 
the Church of Gop : This Soil, which 
I ſhall not heſitate to call the Seed-Plot, 
from which the Principles of ſound 
Knowledge, Scriptural Orthodoxy, Prac- 
tical Holineſs, together with thoſe of 
Loyalty and dutiful Subjection to Go- 
vernment, have been for Ages, and are 
daily, tranſplanted into the moſt diſtant 
Regions of the habitable World. 
Laſtly. LET each of us, in particular, 
remember, that the End of all Knowledge, 
as well as of the Commandments, is 
Charity, or the Love of Gop and Man; 
that it is this which eaiſieth, while the other 
being alone, ſerves only to puff Men up 
with a vain Conceit of their Superiority 
E to 
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and good Works be diſplayed before 
Men, that they may be conſtrained to 


us Wiſdom, 
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8 and leading us thro' the Paths of Truth. 
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